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				REGISTRATION

	
To register for this event, please contact Gloria Penas at 402.596.1210, mita@mitaonline.org, OR just click here.
Seats are limited so please be sure to register by Monday, February 13, 2012





		EVENT DETAILS






Date:       Thursday, February 16, 2012

Itinerary:
8:30 am    Registration/Networking
                 (Breakfast Included)
9:00 am    Value of Government-led trade 
                 missions; Upcoming Nebraska
                 trade mission to China.
10:30 am  State Trade & Export Program 
                (STEP Grants); Funding made
                 available through US SBA to small
                 businesses interested in
                 expanding into international
                 markets.
11:15 am  Adjourn

Location:  Tiburon Golf Club, 10302 South 168th Street, Omaha, NE

Fee:   This event is free to the public.  All companies interested in international business activities are welcome to attend.


		MEMBERSHIP – JOIN TODAY






Learn how to attend this and other international trade events for free or at a reduced price.  Become a MITA member TODAY!  Visit www.mitaonline.org for membership details.

		UPCOMING MITA EVENTS






MAR 15:    CREATING INTERNATIONAL
                   DISTRIBUTION NETWORKS
APRIL:        TBA
MAY 15:    WORLD TRADE CONFERENCE
JULY:         SUMMER NETWORKING EVENT
SEPT:         ETIQUETTE IN INTERNATIONAL
                   BUSINESS DEALINGS
OCT:          UT/TECH AND SECURITY ISSUES
NOV:          TBA
DEC.:         HOLIDAY NETWORKING EVENT

Visit www.mitaonline.org for full details.
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ME

	THE MIDWEST INTERNATIONAL TRADE ASSOCIATION (MITA) PRESENTS:

THE ADVANTAGE OF GOVERNMENT LED TRADE MISSIONS (2012 TRADE MISSION TO CHINA) 
AND 
THE STATE TRADE & EXPORT PROGRAM (STEP GRANT) FUNDING MADE AVAILABLE TO SMALL BUSINESSES THROUGH THE US SBA


GOVERNMENT TRADE MISSIONS / 2012 TRADE MISSION TO CHINA -
Joe Chapuran, Nebraska Department of Economic Development,
International Development Manager

· How are country and city destinations determined?
· How do we promote the mission in Nebraska?
· What industries, companies, groups, and other associations  and/or institutions typically join the mission delegation?
· What activities are arranged for delegation members?
· How are these trade mission activities funded?
· Who do we coordinate with on the foreign side?
· Logistical issues on the US and foreign side
· 2012 Trade Mission to China!


STEP GRANT PROGRAM - 
Mike Kuzma, Nebraska Department of Economic Development,
STEP Program Director
· Overview of STEP Grant Program
· Company eligibility requirements
· Activities approved for funding
· Eligible/ineligible expenses
· Application process and documentation requirements
· Reimbursement and reporting procedures
				SPEAKER BIOS






Joe Chapuran has over 17 years experience in international development including positions in the entrepreneurial, private-sector, consulting and governmental arenas; he has coordinated Governor-led trade missions to China, Japan, Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore and Malaysia; he earned a BA in International Business/ Management with a Minor in Marketing at UNL; an Associate Degree in Japanese Language and Economics at the University of Shizuoka in Japan; and completed a one-year program at the University of Olomouc, Czech Republic focused on business, military history and cultural issues.  
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Kuzma joined the international team of the Department of Economic Development in July, 2011; he is the Program Director for the STEP Grant Program at NDED; he received his JD from UNL; attended Temple University College of Law in Tokyo Japan after receiving his BA from Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln; Mike also attended Kwansei Gakuin University in Nishinomiya, Japan.  He has worked for KPMG, LLP, Lincoln; Keating O'Gara, Nedved & Peter, PC in Lincoln; Ernst & Young, Tokyo, Japan;  and Nagashima, Ohno & Tsunematsu Law Offices in Tokyo, Japan.
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